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Users of the 2005 Virginia Agricultural Statistics Bulletin and Resource Directory

As Virginia’s first Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, I bring you
greetings from Governor Mark Warner. The Governor and I are fully
committed to support growth and further development in the agricul-
ture and forestry industries, Virginia’s greatest economic sectors.

For most Virginia farmers, as the letter from Commissioner Courter
shows, 2004 was a better year, and while there are many challenges
ahead, I detect a sense of optimism among our producers, processors
and exporters. I am beginning to see efforts among all the sectors in
agriculture and forestry take on challenges such as:

· preserving farm lands and conserving forest lands in the
face of ever-mounting development pressures and land
prices;

· transferring farm businesses from the current genera-
tion of farmers to a new generation;

· building on our commodity based sectors to develop new
value added/value retained products;
· competing for sales of agricultural and forest products in the global market
· supplying consumers with new  food products in ever more convenient forms;
· maintaining a safe and wholesome food supply in the face of threat from increased
            foreign animal diseases and bioterrorism and
· further protecting our water quality and the environment.

I am seeing our agricultural entrepreneurs turn from total reliance on commodities to taking initia-
tives to develop new value added products and processes; producers joining together in new agricul-
tural cooperatives to process products, thereby retaining additional value for themselves; greater
interest in exporting agricultural and forest products and in participating in international trade
shows; greater awareness of the vulnerability of our food supply and increased measures to protect it
and greater interest  among producers in conservation of our resources and protection of the environ-
ment. We are also witnessing increased awareness among local governments of the need to develop
programs to preserve farmland and conserve forestlands.

I salute this sense of optimism and close by repeating our commitment to help Virginia’s two great
natural resource-based sectors meet these challenges with success.

Robert S. Bloxom
Secretary
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-Equal Opportunity Employer-

The 2004 crop year brought significant improvements over the previous year.  Crop producers experienced excellent
growing conditions producing record yields for soybeans, peanuts, cotton and flue-cured tobacco. Yields for several
other crops were better than what we’ve experienced over the past three
years. While yields increased, prices declined for most row crops but increased
slightly for small grains. Higher prices for livestock brought much needed
economic relief to livestock producers.  Cash receipts increased significantly
for fresh market tomatoes, sweet corn and watermelons. The income picture
for farmers however, was somewhat dampened by a sharp rise in input costs.
The soaring cost of fuel, fertilizers, and other farm supplies continues to limit
profitability.

Changes in Virginia agriculture continues to bring about new challenges to
Virginia’s number one industry. For the first time ever, soybeans surpassed
tobacco as Virginia’s number one cash crop in 2004. The future for what has
historically been the Commonwealth’s number one cash crop remains in
question as we wait to assess the long-term impact of the discontinuation of
the tobacco allotment program.  On the positive side, we continue to see a strong market for fresh market veg-
etables. Horticulture continues to be a fast growing segment accounting for $232 million dollars in cash receipts.
Virginia producers are continually seeking out alternative markets and adapting to changes in the way they grow
and market commodities.

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) remains committed to finding ways to
promote the economic development of Virginia agriculture. Through continued partnership with our land grant
institutions, extension services, federal partners, and the agribusiness community, VDACS endeavors to promote
research, education, and market opportunities to sustain the viability of the number one economic sector in Vir-
ginia.

The statistics included in this edition of the 2005 Virginia Agricultural Statistics Bulletin and Resource
Directory, documents the changing face of our agricultural industry.  I would like to direct your attention to this
year’s cover which highlights the cattle industry. Cattle production has historically been and continues to be a
strong segment of the state’s agricultural sector. A book recently commissioned by The Virginia Cattlemen’s Foun-
dation & The Dairy Foundation of Virginia entitled “Virginia’s Cattle Story, The First Four Centuries”, is a master-
ful account of the historical contribution of cattle production in Virginia.

I hope that all producers will use this publication and other reports produced by the Virginia Office of The National
Agricultural Statistics Service as a source of accurate and relevant statistics to make well-informed decisions about
production and marketing.

I offer my sincere thanks to Virginia farmers, agribusiness firms, and others who have voluntarily contributed
information that makes this publication possible.
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From the time they  first arrived in Jamestown through today, cattle have always been an
important part of Virginia’s agricultural sector. From the first few head of cattle to arrive in
Jamestown in the early 1600’s, cattle numbers rose to 1.04 million head according to the 1860
Agricultural Census in pre-civil war Virginia (present day Virginia and West Virginia).  In 1867, an
agency that would eventually become today’s National Agricultural Statistics Service started
recording annual cattle inventory numbers.  The first annual cattle inventory survey showed that
present day Virginia had 592,000 head.  Over the last 138 years, cattle numbers have fluctuated
from a low of 590,000 head in 1868 to a high of 1.86 million head in 1987. The most recent inven-
tory numbers indicate that the Commonwealth has 1.64 million head.

Today, cattle, calf,  and milk sales account for more than 25% of all Virginia agricultural
dollars generated as measured by cash receipts.  Over 46 percent of all farms in Virginia have at
least one head of cattle.  The most recent data shows that, Rockingham, Augusta, Washington,
Bedford, and Pittsylvania are the top 5 counties in cattle numbers and account for nearly 24
percent of all cattle in the state.  Many of  Virginia’s cattle are found in western areas of the state
where grazing land is more plentiful.  While Virginia does produce fine fattened cattle, many of the
state’s cattle go out of state to be fattened, continuing a tradition that traces its roots back to
colonial days when Virginia cattle were exported to the other colonies and the West Indies.

Where will the Virginia cattle industry be in the future?  Recent trends show that cattle
numbers have stabilized over the past few years, with inventory numbers around 1.6 million head.
Will Virginia cattle continue to fill feedlots in other states, or will Virginia producers fatten more
cattle in the state?  What effect will the growing Virginia population have on the cattle industry?
Only time will tell how Virginia cattle producers will face these challenges.
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January started off cold and dry and ended cold and wet.  The cold temperatures hampered pasture growth and the ice
hindered grazing. Many farmers were forced to feed more than the normal rations of hay, silage and grain to their livestock.
Hay supplies were adequate, but quality was below average.  The small grain crops were stunted due to late planting,
inadequate topsoil moisture, and cold temperatures.  Farmers hoped that the snow cover would help protect the small
grains.  Virginia’s fruit orchards were doing well.  The snow insulated the trees from the harmful cold temperatures.  Or-
chard workers used their time on rodent control and catching up on pruning.  While some farmers were unable to apply lime
due to wet fields, others were able to apply it on frozen fields.

February was snowy and cold for Virginia.  Most areas experienced snow that persisted throughout the month.  Icy condi-
tions hampered farming activities.  Throughout the state, there were several reports of cattle deaths.  These deaths were
thought to be linked to poor quality hay and harsh winter conditions.  As fields dried, farmers applied lime and fertilizer.  In
some areas herbicides were applied, while other farmers waited for better spraying conditions.  Tobacco growers and veg-
etable producers started planting seeds in greenhouses.  Lambing and spring calving began for some of Virginia’s livestock
producers.

March began very nicely for the Commonwealth.  Farmers took advantage of the good weather.  Dry and warm weather
created ideal conditions for lime and fertilization applications.  Most of Virginia was behind on rainfall totals for the year
and much of the state’s small grains suffered from being planted later than normal. Towards the end of the month, Virginia
experienced an unusual cold snap.  Many strawberry producers protected their early blooms with overhead irrigation.  The
cool temperatures limited forage growth in several places.  Some pastures were behind on greening.  Good progress was
made on fertilizer and lime applications.

April started out cold and wet, with most areas experiencing up to one inch of rain.  As the month progressed, light showers
dotted the state, with some regions receiving up to 2 inches of accumulative rain, while other areas saw less than 1/16 of an
inch of accumulative rainfall.  Because the rain showers were light, farm work progressed at a good speed.  Farmers began
planting corn and cotton and flue cured tobacco was transplanted.

May began with normal temperatures and needed rain across much of the state.  The warm weather and timely showers
provided good growing conditions for Virginia’s field crops.  During the second week of May, a light frost covered the state.
This caused some damage to apple orchards and hay fields.  High temperatures contributed to good growth in barley, winter
wheat, and vegetables.  Towards the end of the month, some regions experienced heavy rain storms accompanied with
severe lightning, while other parts of the state reported drought-like conditions.  The rainstorms caused hay quality to
decrease in some areas of the state.

June started with nice spring-like weather, but scattered rain showers across the state left most areas with one inch of rain.
The hay crop quality continued to worsen due to the rain.  Corn and soybeans began to flourish in the weather conditions.
Pastures and livestock conditions improved.  Many growers began topping tobacco and applying sucker control chemicals. As
the month of June came to a close, timely showers and warm temperatures promoted good growth in field crops.

July brought along isolated showers that averaged accumulative rainfall totals to about 2 inches.  However, some areas of
the state experienced heavy isolated rain showers with accumulative rainfall exceeding 6 inches.  Most of Virginia’s crops
continued to progress well.  Corn for grain thrived under the weather conditions.  Vegetable harvesting started, although
there was some delay and damage to the vegetables due to excessive rains.  Lack of sunshine slowed the progress of soy-
beans.
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August came with scattered rain showers across the state.  The southern and southeastern regions of the state experi-
enced the heaviest rainfall, averaging 3 to 4 inches.  However, the western counties missed most of the rain showers.
Corn for silage was in good condition, with ideal weather promoting earlier than normal harvesting.  Virginia’s veg-
etable crops suffered from cracking and disease because of the excessive rain.  During the middle of August, the Com-
monwealth dealt with the remnants of Hurricane Charley and Tropical Storm Bonnie.  Flooding caused by the storms
damaged some crops in low-lying fields.  Towards the end of the month, Virginia’s crops were still in good shape despite
all of the rain.  The soybean and cotton crops showed the most improvement.  During the end of August, the Common-
wealth was able to finally have a dry week.  Farmers were able to make good progress with their fieldwork in the wake
of the dry week.

September was a month in which the Commonwealth dealt with the remnants of 3 hurricanes.  During the first week
of September, the remnants of Hurricane Gaston passed through the state.  Central and eastern Virginia experienced
the heaviest rain from this storm.  During the second week of September, the remnants of Hurricane Frances passed
through the state.  The previously dry areas of the western side of the state, prior to Frances, experienced an average of
6 inches of accumulative rain.  Fieldwork was delayed because of the heavy rains.  Several counties experienced torna-
dos and floods.  The third week of September brought the remnants of Hurricane Ivan.  The remnants of Ivan produced
torrential downpours of rain and spun several tornados throughout the Commonwealth and brought most field work to
a halt.  The last week of September was  dry.  Farmers utilized the sunny weather to make up for lost fieldwork caused
by weeks of rain.  Farmers reported good yields from corn and early crop soybeans.

October began with the remnants of Hurricane Jeanne.  The remnants of this hurricane fell on the western part of the
state where some areas experienced as much as 5 inches of rain.  Although minor flooding and landslides occurred, little
crop damage was reported.  Virginia’s corn and soybean crops remained in good condition.  The peanut harvest, which
started in late September, reached its peak and finished by the end of the month.  Farmers completed their last cutting
of hay.  Towards the end of the month, some areas reported a light frost.  Pastures and livestock were in good condition.

November brought along a wide range of temperatures and harvesting conditions.  Farmers began harvesting soy-
beans.  Windy conditions in some areas helped dry out wet fields, assisting with harvest.  Light showers during the
month slowed the harvest in some areas of the state.  Towards the end of the month, below freezing temperatures were
reported.  Pastures remained green and healthy in some areas of the state, while in a few other areas, pastures saw no
growth due to colder temperatures.

December brought rain, snow, and colder temperatures.  In some areas of the state, pastures were in good condition for
December.  During the month, a heavy snow storm dropped several inches of snow in isolated regions of eastern Vir-
ginia.  Occasional cold snaps, lasting several days, plunged temperatures in some counties below 10 degrees Fahren-
heit.  The cold snaps led to an earlier than normal supplemental feeding of livestock.  In warmer areas of the state, late
planted winter grains did better than expected.  Frequent rain showers during the month delayed the completion of the
soybean harvest.
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TOTAL AND NORMAL PRECIPITATION FOR 2004 1/
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TOTAL AND NORMAL PRECIPITATION FOR 2004 1/, continued
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The 2004 crop year can be summed up as one of the best ever. Timely precipitation and favorable temperatures
combined for outstanding yields for most of Virginia’s field crops.  Record yields were set for soybeans, cotton,
peanuts, alfalfa hay, corn silage, flue tobacco, and sun tobacco.  Yields for all hay and corn for grain, while not
records, were the second highest yields on record.  Wheat and barley yields, while not records, were good, up 9
and 12 bushels respectively, from 2003. With favorable prices at planting time, acreage planted for soybeans
and corn were up significantly from 2003.  Soybean acres planted, at 540,000 were up 8 percent from 2003.
Acres planted to corn, at 500,000   were 6 percent greater than the previous year.  Peanuts planted, at 33,000
acres, were the lowest planted acreage on record.  Peanut producers were still adjusting to the changes brought
on by the demise of the peanut quota program.

Prices for the various 2004 Virginia field crops were mixed.  Tobacco, potato, wheat and barley prices were up
from 2003.  Prices for corn, soybeans, cotton and peanuts were down.  The season average price for barley, at
$1.75 per bushel was 13 percent greater than a year earlier.  Lower season average prices compared to the year
before were lead by cotton, down 41 percent; soybeans, down 33 percent; and corn, down 14 percent. Although
soybean prices averaged only $5.10 per bushel, that price was still better than the $4.36 per bushel average that
producers received for the period 1999 to 2001.

Total cash receipts for Virginia field crops in 2004 at 490.2 million dollars, were up 26 percent from 2003 and
2002.  Cash receipts for soybeans, at 124 million dollars, increased 49 percent from last year and 87 percent from
2002.  Tobacco sales, at 112.9 million dollars, were 21 percent higher than in 2003 but 8 percent less than in
2002.  This was the first year on record where tobacco was not the leading crop in terms of cash receipts.  Corn
cash receipts, at 94.7 million dollars, were 46 percent greater than the previous year. Cash receipts for cotton, at
38.9 million dollars, was down 2 percent from 2003.
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 Crop Year Harvested Year Yield Year Production
Acres Per Acre
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Peanuts (000 lbs)
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Sweet Corn, Fresh Market
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Apple production in the Commonwealth totaled 300 mil-
lion pounds, up 30 million pounds from 2003 and up 50
million pounds from 2002.  The growing season began with
cold temperatures along with snow during the end of Janu-
ary and the beginning of February.  The snow helped insu-
late the trees from the harmful cold temperatures of the
early season.  Blooming was on schedule and pollination
was good with fruit set very heavy.  Very few growers real-
ized any losses due to late frost or freezing weather during
the spring.  Many orchards experienced above average rain-
fall from early spring through the end of summer which
allowed for sufficient growth.  Other orchards suffered from
crop damage caused by the remnants of hurricane Ivan,
Jeanne, Charlie, and tropical storm Bonnie.  Even with all
the rain from spring through early fall, the crop conditions
were generally good as harvest began.  Adverse weather
at harvest time caused crop losses to be slightly higher than
normal.

����
��
The 2004 season began with a somewhat mild winter.
Snowfall in January and continued colder weather until
spring kept trees from blooming early.  There were a few
areas receiving frost and freeze damage, however this was
not widespread.  Bloom and set was heavy.  The growing
season from May through September received ample rain-
fall contributing to good fruit size.  Producers commented
that the crop was large, however quality was down and
unsold/unharvested was higher than normal.  The late sea-
son hurricanes did not affect the peach crop.

������
Grape production in Virginia increased  in 2004 with
the production of the Vinifera varieties accounting for
the majority of the overall production.  Producers har-
vested a crop valued at $4.8 million, receiving an av-
erage price of $1,300 per ton.  Virginia ranked 10th

nationally in commercial grape production and 9th for
bearing acreage.

Virginia’s grape producers harvested 3,700 tons of com-
mercial grapes in 2004, up nearly 3% from the 3,600
tons produced in 2003.

Virginia acreage (bearing and non-bearing) has increased
from 1,418 acres in 1995 to 2,360 acres in 2004, a 66%
increase over that time span.

The Chardonnay variety made up 31 percent of Virginia’s
total Vinifera production harvested in 2004.  Also,
Virginia’s most popular variety accounted for 29 percent
of all the Vinifera variety bearing acreage and 20 percent
of the total vineyard acreage statewide.

Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc, Merlot, and Vidal Blanc
represented the top four varieties produced in the Com-
monwealth in 2004.  Chardonnay producers harvested 134
tons less in 2004, but still remained first in production.
Cabernet Franc producers harvested 15 tons more in 2004,
and Merlot producers harvested 118 tons more in 2004.
Also, Vidal Blanc producers harvested 72 more tons in
2004 compared to 2003.

The 2004 grape production season began with a mild win-
ter, with some vineyards experiencing bud and cane/trunk
injury that may have resulted from the previous winter.
Spring brought above average temperatures and timely
showers which assisted growth.  As the season progressed
hurricanes Bonnie and Charley left Virginia wet and cold.
Temperatures quickly recovered back to normal, but heavy
rains persisted throughout the growing year.  Growers
contended with downy mildew pressure and other disease
due to the timing and frequency of rain along with the
limited amount of sunlight during the growing season.
Remnants of hurricanes Gaston, Frances, Ivan, and
Jeanne hurt fruit quality for growers who were unable to
harvest early.  Some varieties faired better than others,
but producers who sprayed fungicide on a regular basis,
pruned back their vines, and harvested early maturing
varieties before the hurricanes swept through the state
were able to combat some of the issues faced during the
2004 growing season.  Overall, yields were similar to last
year.  The 2004 season, like 2003, was another challeng-
ing one, but Virginia’s grape growers still managed to
produce a quality crop.
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Virginia’s fresh market vegetable producers have har-
vested 17,800 acres of crop, valued at more than 112
million dollars in 2004.  This compares to 17,500 acres
and 78 million dollars in 2003.   Cabbage, cucumber,
snap beans, and watermelon yields decreased, tomato
yields were unchanged, and sweet corn yields increased
when compared to last year.  When compared to last
year, cabbage prices increased $0.60 cents per hundred-
weight, cucumber prices decreased $5.00, snap bean
prices increased $3.00, tomato prices increased $12.90,
and watermelon prices increased $8.00.  Much of the
Eastern U.S. tomato crop was lost to hurricane dam-
age.  Low supply and steady demand contributed to an
increase in price.

The value of major vegetables grown for processing in
Virginia totaled more than 1.4 million dollars, up from
last year’s 690 thousand dollars.   Harvested acreage of
processing vegetables was up 1,800 acres from the pre-
vious year.
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1/  Includes snap beans, sweet corn, and tomatoes.
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1/  Principal producing counties based on 2002 Census data.

    Crop Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.
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MAJOR VEGETABLE CROP CALENDAR

Principal Producing Counties  1/

Caroline, Loudoun, Westmoreland

Prince George, Chesapeake, Suffolk,
Virginia Beach

Accomack, Northampton

Carroll, Patrick

Accomack, Appomattox, Dinwiddie,
Greensville, Halifax, King George,
Rockingham, Westmoreland, Chesa-
peake, Virginia Beach

Accomack, Northampton, Scott,
Westmoreland

Accomack, Hanover, Westmoreland
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 For growers with $100,000 or more in sales, the wholesale value of Floricul-
ture crops in Virginia for 2004 increased by 4 percent compared to 2003 sales.
The wholesale value for all growers with sales of more than $10,000 totaled
$85.6 million.  Growers with sales of more than the $100,000 accounted for 91
percent of the total industry sales.

Bedding and garden plants remained the largest sales category for 2004.  Grow-
ers with sales of more than $100,000 accounted for $51.4 million of bedding
and garden plants.  This segment represents 60 percent of all floriculture crop
sales.

At the U.S. level, the total wholesale value of all floriculture crops totaled $5.2
billion, up 2 percent from $5.08 billion in 2003.  Growers with sales of more
than $100,000 accounted for more than 87 percent of the total industry sales.
In 2004, the wholesale value by growers with more than $100,000 in sales
totaled $4.5 billion.
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Virginia’s Cattle and Calf numbers increased by 100,000 in 2004. All cattle and calves in the Com-
monwealth as of January 1, 2005, totaled 1.64 million head.  Beef cow inventory increased to 705,000
head compared to last year’s 695,000 head.  Milk cow inventory remained at 105,000 head this year.
The total inventory of cows that have calved increased from last year to 810,000 head.  In compari-
son to last year, beef cow replacements were up 35,000 head, milk cow replacement heifers in-
creased by 5,000 head, and other heifers increased by 15,000 head.  Steers increased to 140,000,
bulls remained the same at 40,000, and calves increased to 400,000 head in 2004.

"�
��������	���
Milk Production in Virginia totaled 1.731 billion pounds in 2004, remaining steady from 2003.  Milk
produced per cow increased from last year’s 15,319 pounds to 16,486 pounds in 2004.  The value of
milk production increased by 64 million dollars to 309.8 million dollars.

�
����������#$�
Sheep and Lamb inventory in Virginia totaled 61,000 head on January 1, 2005, up 6,000 head com-
pared to last year.  There were 1,500 farms with sheep, comprising 2 percent of the national total.
Ewes one year and older totaled 35,000 head, up 1,000 head from a year earlier.  There were 8,000
replacement lambs on the first of the year, up 1,500 from last year.  The 2004 lamb crop increased by
9 percent to 47,000 head.  Sheep and lambs on feed for market slaughter increased by 3,000 head to
15,000.  Virginia ranks 26th in the nation for total number of sheep.

���	������%���
Goat data provided in this report are results of the first annual goat survey. All goat inventory in
Virginia totaled 37,200 head on January 1, 2005. Meat and all other goats totaled 34,400 head.
Milk goats totaled 2,800 head. Virginia ranks 12th in the nation for total number of meat and other
goats.

&������������
There were 375,000 Hogs and Pigs in Virginia as of December 1, 2004.  This was down 5,000 head
from last year.  Breeding hog inventory totaled 30,000 head and market hogs totaled 345,000 head.
Market hogs inventory remained unchanged when compared to December 1, 2003.  The 2004 pig
crop totaled 556,000, down 3 percent from last year.  Sows farrowed was at 59,000 head, also down
3 percent when compared to December 1, 2003.  The average pigs per litter was slightly up from last
year.  There were 700 farms raising hogs, 100 less compared to last year.
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In the area of Commercial Broilers, Virginia continues to rank 9th in the nation in broiler production.  The
number of broilers raised in Virginia decreased by 2.1 million to 263 million.  It was previously at 265.1
million in 2003.  Pounds produced in 2004 increased by 42.3 million to 1.34 billion, up from 1.30 billion.  The
total value of broilers in the Commonwealth increased by 34 percent, from $441.6 million to $590.2 million.

(����!�
Turkeys are Virginia’s highest ranking poultry commodity coming in at  5th in the nation.    Turkey produc-
tion decreased by 3.3 million birds to 19.7 million in 2004.  Turkey pounds produced decreased 11.5 percent
in 2004 to 435.4 million pounds from 492.2 million pounds in 2003.  The value of Virginia’s turkey produc-
tion increased 3 percent from $177.2 million in 2003 to $182.9 million in 2004.

)���
Virginia Egg production totaled 761 million in 2004, up 17 million from the 744 million eggs produced in
2003.  The value of egg production went from $73.2 million in 2003 to $69.8 in 2004 which was a 5 percent
decrease.  Producers averaged $1.10 per dozen of eggs, which is down 8 cents from 2003.  Virginia ranks 31st

in the U.S. for egg production.
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 Dec. - Feb. 1/  Mar. - May  Jun. - Aug.  Sep. - Nov.  Total

 1st Quarter  2nd Quarter  3rd Quarter  4th Quarter

 -Millions-

2000 208 213 207 196 824

2001 187 204 194 181 766

2002 192 194 170 178 734

2003 192 191 186 175 744

2004 187 193 184 197 761
1/  December previous year.
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Virginia’s 2004 Commercial Trout Production was valued at 924 thousand dollars.  This
is down 36 percent from 1.45 million dollars in 2003.  This ranks Virginia  8th nationally
in value of trout sold (excluding eggs).

Foodsize trout sold totaled 400,000 pounds, down 29 percent from 560,000 pounds in
2003.  The average value per pound for foodsize trout decreased 32 cents from 2003 to
$2.02.  Foodsize trout account for 87  percent of the Commonwealth’s trout sales.  Rec-
reational and fee fishing was the biggest sales outlet for foodsize trout.

There were 212,000 trout lost in 2004, up  12 percent from 2003.  Predators and disease
were the top killers of Virginia commercial trout.
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1/  Revised.  2/  Foodsize fish are defined as being 12 inches or longer.  3/  Stockers are defined as being from 6-12 inches in length.  4/  Fingerlings are
defined as being from 1-6 inches in length.  *  Included with other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.  5/ Dollars per 1000 fish.
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Virginia had 7,000 producing colonies in 2004, up 1,000 from 2003.  Honey prices saw an increase

from $1.68 in 2003 to $2.13 per pound in 2004.  Honey production (from producers with at least 5

colonies) totaled 266,000 pounds in 2004, up 44,000 pounds from the previous year.  Yield per

colony was 38 pounds, up from the 2003 estimate of 37 pounds per colony.  Stocks in 2004 were 69

percent of the production, the same as last year.

U.S. honey prices decreased $1.09 during 2004, down 30 cents from 2003.  Production in 2004

(from producers with at least 5 colonies) totaled 184 million pounds, up 1 percent from 2003.

There were 2.56 million colonies producing honey in 2004, down 2 percent from 2003. Yield per

colony averaged 71.8 pounds, up 3 percent from the 70.0 pounds in 2003. Colonies which produced

honey in more than one State were counted in each State and yields per colony may therefore be

understated. Colonies were not included if honey was not harvested. Producer honey stocks were

61.2 million pounds on December 15, 2004, up 50 percent from a year earlier.
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